ESS

JDA

NAFA

decision maker

educator
educator

JDA

(189)
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Peterson

Random bullet is American debate slang for a
bad judge. Debaters often feel that ajudge's
decision, especially the decision of abad judge,
isvery random. They may ask "Why did they



vote on that?" or "How could they have thought
that impact was the most important?' The joke,
in America, isto call thistype of judge arandom
bullet. When they are judging, you never know
which team they are going to kill (vote against).

activity assumesthat debater will be evaluated by
fair, attentive individuals who make decisions
based exclusively on the issuesin the individual
round. (3)

Thus, they are random bullet®, 32
321
313
4

Walter Ulrich  Judging Academic
Debate

Each judge strives to reach adecision in afair
manner. Debaters cannot be expected to remainin
an activity if they are constantly judged by
individuals who make arbitrary and unfair
decisions. Nor can debaters be expected to
continue to work hard if their speeches are
evaluated by individuals who make unfair
decisions. The essence of debate as a competitive

ML [sakigake:00479]
Ask Andy about debate!!! 3 - -
Andrew Peterson
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Ulrich

Another function of ajudge isto promote an
atmosphere that is favorable to the debate
community. The judge sets the tone of the activity,
both for the teams in an individual round and for
othersin the forensic community. ... Through the

tone of the judge’s critique the judge can either



create a pleasant atmosphere for debate or create
an unpleasant environment. ... If the Judge does
not attempt to develop afair philosophy, this
attitude is likely to be passed on to his or her
students. On the other hand, if the judgeis
conscientious and strivesto be fair and objective
in making decisions, this behavior can encourage
similar behavior in members of the debate squad.
Mature conduct of all peopleinvolved in a
tournament fosters a favorable climate of
competition. (4)

6 Barbara Pickering 1999
NDT

| do not appreciate debaters who are rude
and/or obnoxious during the debate or in ensuing
conversations (i.e. judge bashing). | view debate
as a competitive activity, however, this does not
give license to rude behavior. (Pickering)
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